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Based on the Cat and the Cherub Of C. B. Fernald The Opera is based upon C. B. Fernald s one-act play: The Cat
and the Cherub, the action of which takes place in the Chinese quarter of San Francisco. The author s idea, it
will be remembered, was to present a quick succession of powerful scenes illustrating the peculiar atmosphere
in which the scene of the play was laid. The play opens upon the fifth hour of the Chinese new year s day. With
the coming of the dawn the last remaining revellers make their way home from the opium dens, while the
devout part of the populace are directing their steps to the temple, the House of Prayer. Chim-Fen, the
proprietor of an opium den, pretends to be in love with, and desirous of marrying Hua-Quee, nurse to Hoo-
Chee, the son of a rich merchant called Hoo-Tsin. His real purpose, however, is to get the nurse to steal a fan
from the wealthy merchant s house, and to obtain access to the house to further his nefarious plans. Win-San-
Luy, the son of Win-Shee, a learned doctor, is in love with Ah-Yoe, Hoo-Tsin s niece. At break of day, as the sun

rises, they meet and confess the secret of their love. From the temple comes the echo of a hymn, from the
streets are heard joyful songs. Hoo-Tsin consults the learned doctor, Win-Shee, as to the future of his little son.
Win-Shee reads in the book of stars that tragic events are shadowing him. Hence the title of The Oracle. Chim-
Fen overhears the...
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