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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1875 edition. Excerpt: .was repaired in the year 1605 by the gentry of the
neighbourhood; and an incident like this shows that, notwithstanding the sudden reception of a foreign style, a
real admiration of genuine English architecture was not by any means extinct. One gentleman subscribed the
sum of 30, a large amount in those days for any such purpose. At the treaty with the Scots in 1641, a gathering
of two thousand people sang the 106th Psalm at the cross. It was a curious circumstance that they should select
that place for this particular ceremony, as all crosses were proclaimed idolatrous by their preachers. Already
many grand old monuments had been senselessly swept away; Abingdon Abbey was destroyed a century
before, as were many of its fellows; glorious relics of architecture were heaps of stones, which from that day
even to this have served to build barns and granaries. Time has now transformed many a demolished building
into a pleasing ruin; then, however, the breaches were recent, and the remains uncovered with moss. But these
things did not move them. The intolerant fury against what were called superstitious edifices, which has
destroyed so many beautiful monuments of art both in England and Scotland, decreed the destruction of
Abingdon Cross, and it was sawn down by Waller s army in 1644. Even Richard Symonds, an oFicer in the
Cromwellian army, paid a tribute to its beauty. Coventry Cross was built, it is believed, after the same design...
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