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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: . gods of Hellas back again, whereas he merely casts back a
last fond look on the ideals incorporated in his conception of the Greek world of beauty--on Nature vergottert
instead of die entgotterte Natur of the present world. It is not a hymn in praise of Greek polytheism--for this was
to him, as it must be to all moderns, a dead and alien faith--but an elegiac renunciation of the lost paradise of
that age. In a similar mood Wordsworth, disgusted with modern materialism and utilitarianism, wrote his
sonnet, The world is too much with us. Analysis: 1-8, Contrast between the Greek world of light and beauty and
the present age; 9-16, the Greek imagination peopled Nature with divine beings; 17-32, examples from Greek
mythology; 33-40, the gods even descended to earth and mingled with mortals, drawn by Love; 41-48, instead of
gloomy self-abnegation, ajbright and cheerful service was theirs; 49-56, examples from the Greek games and
dances; and 57-64, the worship of Bacchus; 65-72, even Death was beautified by artistic conceptions; 73-80, the
future life was more human; 81-88, mortals might rise to the rank of Immortals; 89-96, a sigh for the restoration
of that fair world ; 97-100, northern gloom and ascetic rigor now prevail; 101-116, Nature has degenerated into
a soulless machine, governed by the mechanical laws of dead matter; 117-128, with the Greek gods all Beauty
has fled from the world, and lives only in the land of Poesy, in...
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